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Die geistige Kultur der Naturvolker. Von K. Th. Preuss. (Series: 
Aus Natur & Geisteswelt.) 112 pp. Ills. B. G. Teubner, Leipzig, 1914. 
Mk. 1.25. 7% x 5. 
This is the 452d volume of the brilliant series of popular monographs of the 
primer type ' ' Aus Natur und Geisteswelt, ' ' and it is the 452d proof of the 
enthusiasm and honesty of purpose which has kept this series true to its high 
scientific purpose. Such a primer on the spiritual interests of the primitives 
among men is designed for the general information of the educable class which 
has an interest in the higher things of life and lacks the time and means for 
recondite studies. The conclusions presented by Professor Preuss are all safe. 
His illustrations of points of belief and custom are almost wholly selected from 
the newer literature of ethnology, evidence that his work is quite fresh and origi- 
nal. He cites his authorities freely and thus points the way to further study. 

William Churchill. 

ECONOMIC AND COMMEKCIAL GEOGBAPHY 

The Coco Nut. By Edwin B. Copeland. xiv and 212 pp. Ills., index. Mae- 
millan & Co., London, 1914. $2.60. 8% x 6. 

The book gives evidence of thorough preparation and ample qualification, on 
the part of the author, for instruction in the cultivation of the coeoanut from 
the location of the plantation, selection of varieties for any required product, 
best methods of preparing the seed bed, caring for the trees through the several 
stages of growth and the control of diseases and pests to the maturity and full 
yield of fruit, as well as the preparation and utilization of the product in all of 
its forms. 

The author points out that the coeoanut palm has supplied primitive man of 
the tropics with easily acquired food, drink, shelter, fuel and clothing besides 
having many minor uses. His book also shows the economic possibilities of 
marketing its various products. 

The natural habitat of this tropical palm is on the plains and in the valleys 
near the seashore with a range of 20° on either side of the equator. The reader 
is impressed with the nicety of adjustment between sunshine, rainfall, tempera- 
ture, atmospheric humidity and supply of ground water required for its growth, 
thus pointing the way to a scientific- and sure method of locating plantations for 
the best economic results. The subject is treated from a business viewpoint and 
aims to inculcate successful methods in every stage of the business. While it is 
interesting reading for the layman, it should be carefully read by the experienced 
planter and studied in detail by the prospective cultivator. John B. Torbert. 

A History of Commerce. By Clive Day. New edit, xliv and 640 pp. 

Index. Longmans, Green & Co., New York, 1914. $2. 8 x 5%. 
A new and slightly revised edition of a well-known work. To bring the 
volume up to date there has been added a new chapter dealing with recent 
commercial development. The principal topics considered are the rise in the 
price level since 1896 and the contributory causes ; the world 's railroads and 
shipping; the share of the leading countries in the world's commerce; the trade 
of the United Kingdom; the development of German commerce; the relative 
importance of the internal and foreign trade of the United States; the growth 
of transportation facilities in the United States; changes in character of the 
export trade, and the development of American manufactures. The bibliog- 
raphy at the end of the text has been added to considerably by the inclusion 
of the titles of books published since 3907 which may be of service to the 
student or teacher of the history of commerce. Avard L. Bishop. 

Malaria, Cause and Control. By William B. Herms. xi and 163 pp. 

Ills. The Macmillan Co., New York, 1913. $1.50. 8% x 6. 
The author says that while the mortality due to malaria is comparatively 
low it is one of the most expensive of diseases because of its continued weak- 
ening effect on the victim and its harmful influence on labor and real estate 
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valuation. The annual losses from malaria in the state of California is esti- 
mated at $2,820,400. The loss inflicted on one town is placed at $75,000 annu- 
ally. Through an active anti-malaria campaign the number of malaria cases 
can be reduced in any given community 50 per cent, in the first year, 80 per 
cent, in the second, and 95 per cent, in the third year, these results being ac- 
complished at an expenditure of about $2,000 each year. How to carry on a 
scientific and systematic crusade against malaria, the methods used, together 
with a complete treatise on the disease, is included in this practical and valu- 
able book. Wilbur Greeley Burroughs. 

The Pur Traders and Fur Bearing Animals. By Marcus Petersen. 

372 pp. Ills., index. The Hammond Press, Buffalo, N. Y., 1914. $3.50. 

9%x6. ' 

A compendium of information covering the whole field of the fur industry, 
valuable alike to the student, the dealer and the trapper. The introductory 
pages review briefly the history of the fur companies in North America, fur 
farming, fur markets and the preparation and marketing of the various furs. 
The material is loosely presented, but most of it is of worth; and especially 
valuable for the student are the tables of annual supply and the comparative 
lists of output and prices. The larger part of the book is a classified natural 
history of fur-bearing animals, but to the general description are added 
paragraphs which give the grades and values of the skins. Eobert M. Brown. 

Economic Geography. By John McFarlane. viii and 560 pp. Maps, 
index. Pitman & Sons, London, 1914. The Macmillan Co., New York. 
$2.25. 8%x5%. 
McFarlane 's book attempts to divide the countries of the world into natural 
regions and to trace the influence of all the geographic conditions upon the 
economic life of man within them. This division of countries into natural 
regions is the feature of the work and a good one. The diagrams of regions are 
extremely suggestive to the geographer, perhaps with the exception of that of 
Siberia, and they must prove stimulating to the student. They are drawn only 
for Great Britain, France, Germany, Siberia, India, Canada, United States, 
Brazil, the Argentine, New Zealand, and Australia, the last one under the name 
of the ' ' main geographical divisions of Australia, ' ' instead of ' ' regions, ' ' as 
in the other cases. The subdivisions of Australia and of India are of unusual 
interest. The reviewer would like to see further attempts at outlining regions 
made. 

Oddly, the book has neither date nor copyright notice. It certainly gathers 
much economic geography into compact, easily accessible form, and the facts 
are modern. The text is so largely a mass of brief statements of fact that it 
will be more comfortable to refer to it to ascertain a particular fact than to 
read it to acquire an understanding of relations. Of new relations, or newly 
put geographic concepts, the work seems to offer little. Mark Jefferson. 

HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY 

The Golden Agre of Prince Henry the Navigator. By J. P. Oliveira 
Martins. Translated, with additions, by Jas. J. Abraham and Win. E. 
Reynolds, ix and 324 pp. Ills., index. E. P. Dutton & Co., New York, 
1914. $3.50. 9x6. 
An English adaptation, the first ever attempted of the Portuguese classic, 
dealing with the personal history of the heyday of the Aviz dynasty, and the 
founding of the illegitimate house of Braganza. It is a tale, in the telling of 
which the golden age of Portuguese adventure and discovery has a large part. 
In that curious mixture of motives, so common at the time, geographical re- 
search, boldness of seamanship, commercial shrewdness, and religious fanati- 
cism are interwoven. Prince Henry the Navigator stands out as the type of this 
spirit. He sacrifices wedded life, dynastic power, and military success, to an 
all-absorbing and all-consuming purpose to solve the geographical puzzle of the 



